Senator Houck Reports From Richmond
Week of May 8, 2006

I would like to share a letter to Delegate Vincent Callahan, Chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee and chief budget negotiator for the House, from the Senators,
including myself, who serve on the Budget Committee of Conference. In this letter, we express
our frustration and disappointment with the lack of action by our House colleagues.

May 5, 2006

The Honorable Vincent F. Callahan, Jr., Chairman
House Appropriations Committee

9" Floor, General Assembly Building

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Dear Vince:

The people of Virginia deserve better treatment than they have received from the House
of Delegates in recent days. Refusing to act on our transportation package is the latest example.

This Special Session was called to deal with both the budget and transportation. The
Senate has been hard at work on the subcommittee and full committee levels. We have brought
forth proposals for debate and passage on the floor of the Senate. However, that is where the
progress stops.

We sent you a budget on April 19", but your committee has not met to consider it. You
asked for transportation measures divorced from the budget and we complied. We sent them to
the House where they now languish with no votes to approve, reject, or amend. House action to
delay consideration of the bills for 90 days telegraphs your desire to extend the Special Session
into the late summer and fall, wasting taxpayer dollars.

Virginians expect progress, not procrastination. We all know how the system is supposed
to work. However, the House’s refusal to do its job frustrates the procedure.

We have said repeatedly, if you do not like our transportation plans, send us yours. It has
been 53 days since we entered this Special Session. So far, not a single piece of stand-alone
legislation has been introduced to deal with transportation in the House.

It is not just our legislation that is being ignored. The needs of our citizens are being
ignored. When will the House act?

Sincerely,
John H. Chichester William C. Wampler, Jr.
Charles J. Colgan Walter A. Stosch
R. Edward Houck



